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MASS MEETING HELD IN SALT LAKE CITY, 


kd 


HR. yery fine пеш бейт was pro- 


afe MALAE aid to petition the U. B. 
ate зоо; psss, the Cullom Bill. At 
o'clock a vast coneourse of citizens had: 
sembled at че" Tabernacle, and no: 


reater pre pol old be М ово рен: 
ral union earpest 


e fact that every seat ‘and window! 
ёв packéd with spectators, ^ ' 
The vast assembly was called to'order 
his Honor D. Н: Wells, the Mayor 
the city, when on ‘motion ‘of ‘Hon. - 
hu Taylor, hid Honét! ne Mayor waa’ 
osen to ‘preside, over the ее Нов... ., ‚ 
+. ORGANIZATION, 


PB ^ MARCH 8166 1870. 
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ong tlie people, on: Ша эмг Ди е 


XPRESSION OF PUBLIC FEELING AGAINST 
| THE CULLOM BILL! |. 
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After the o у, prayer, was 
offered Бу" Wider Јене Етар ; 
REPORT @ voi KrrrER QUEM 
The Commiti£eesot thirteen; which; 
Мв а атон at last turdsy/s:meet- 
g,then came forwátd, ‘and thróügh. 
thely: Ормуш, Hin, „ОН t бше Tells, 


катіон ло? ‘the meeting was’ Presented. ibe following, Remonstrap 


cteť bythe unanimous election of 


е ein yt «бега: | 


andé Resolutions, which -were дена 
by Hon. George 9; Савнор: " 
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REMONSTRANCE: 


; 4 7 
To the Honorable the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the Uuited 
States, in Cougress assembled: 
Gentlemen:—It 18 with no ordinary 
concern that we have learned of the 
passage, by the House of Representa- 
tives, of the: House bill №. 1087, entitl- 
ed "а bi | in afd of thé exécution of the 
laws in Utah, aud for other purposes, 
commonly Known asthe*''Cullom bill;” 
against which we desire to enter our 
most earnest and unqualified» protest, : 
and appeal against Ив passage by the 
Senate of the United States, or bey its 


reconsideration by the House of Ње-. any ever given by the 


presentatives, We are sure you will 
vear with us while we present for your 
consideration some ofthe reasons why 
this bill shoultijbot become Jaw. . "7 


Gentlemen of the Senate and Howse” 


of Representatives: Of the 150,000 esti- 


the prifciple of plural marria Even 
by doa tBrooEh Узоры Smith ts the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, in its first paragraph, has the 
folowing language: 

“Behold, Г reveal unto you a new and 
everlasting covenant, and и ye abide not 
that covenant, then are ye damned, tor no 
one qan reject. this, covenant, and be per- 
mitled to enter ito my glory.” 

With this language before us,we can- 
not view plural marriage in any other 
light than ав a vital principle of our re- 
hgion. Реб the revelation appear 1а 
the eyes of others as 1t muy, to us itis 
a divine command, of equal foree with 
Creator of 
the world to His children in the flesh, 
The Bible confessedly stands in our 
nation as the foundation on which all 


daw 1а-Џаведи“ It"ís the fountain. from. 


which our ideas of right and wropg are 
drawn, and 16 gives shape and force to 


mated population of thé Tetritory of, but imotalfty. Yet it sustains plural 


Utah, itis well known that all except “marriage, and 


trom five to ten thousand are members 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, usually called '‘Mormons,’’- 
These are essentially ''the people? of 
this Territory; they have settled it, re- 
claimed the desert waste, cultivat- 
ed it, subdaed the Indians, opened 
means SF. caminunication, "7 made’ 
roads, builé cities, towns and settle- 
ments, established government, entour- 
aged education and brdught into being 
a new State, toadd lustre to the national 
galaxy ofaur glorious Union. And we, 
the people who have done this, ага be- 
lievers in the principle of plural mar- 
riage or polygáàmy,:ribt simply as an 
elevating social relationship and a pre-. 
veutive of many terrible evils which 
afflict our race; руб as а principle, re- 
vealed’ by God; ‘underlying our" every 
hope of eternal salvation and happiness. 
in heaven. We believe in the pre- 
existence of the ‘spirits of mèn; that 
God 18 the Author of our being; that 
marriage is ordained as the legitimate. 
вӧогсе by which mankind obtain 
an existence in this probation on the 
earth; that the marriage relation exists, 
and extends throughout eternity, and’ 
that, without 16, ро man ean attain to 
an exaltation in the celestial kingdom 
of God. "Тре revelation commanding 


in no instance does 15 
condemn that institution. Not only 
having, therefore, a revelation from 
God making the belief and practice ot 
this principle obligatory upon us, we 
have the warrant of the holy Seriptures 
and the example of prophets and right- 
eous men whom God Yoved, ћбпогеа 
and blessed; and it should be borne in 
mind that when this principle way 
promulged, and the people of this Ter- 
ritory entered u рор из practice, it was 
not a CRIME. God revealed 16 tó us, 
His divine word, as contamed in the 
Bible which we had been taught to 
Mer e and,regard as holy, upheld it, 
and there was no law applicable to us 
making our belief or practice of 16 erim- 
inal.. -It is no crime in this Territory 
to-day, only as the law of 1862, passed 
long years after our adoption of this. 
principle as a part of our religious faith, 
makes it such. The Jaw of 1862 is now 
a fact; one proscription gives strength 
to another. What yesterday was apin- 
100, 18 liable to-day to be law. It is for 
this reason that we earnestly and re- 
spectfully remonstrate and protest 
against the passage of the Bill now be- 
fore the Honorable Senate, feeling as- 
sured that while 16 cannot accomplish 
any possible good it may result in a 
great amount of misery. 


It gives no altern&tive but the erhet’ 
one of rejecting Сё? command aud 
abjur'ni our гео, or disobeying the. 
authority of the Government we desire 
to honor and respect: : 

It is in direct violation of the first 
amendment to thé Constitution, which: 
déclares that ‘Oungress shalt ‘make пох 
Jaw respecting an establishment of: re- 
ligion or prohibiting the free exercise! 
thereof sh GP rte ge 

It robs оци prfesthood of their fanc- 
tions nd heaven-besto wed powers, and 
gives them to justices of the-suprenis 
court, justices of tbe pesée, ahd priests 
whose authority we ‘Uanuotirecognize, 
by empoweriuip: ‘such аз the only ones 
tb celebrata rdárriage. As well might 
the'law prescribe: who ‘shall baptize for 
the réndission df 8ios,.0or lay ou hands 
for thé reception of the Holy Ghost, 

: IV encourages: fornication and adul- 
tery, for all such’ marriages would be 
déented. invalid aud without any sacred 
or binding ‘foree by our community, 
and (6086 thus united! together would, 
according to their owi: belief and reli- 
gious convictions, be living ја a condi- 
tion of habitual adultery, which’ would 
bring the holy relation of martiage into: 
disrépute, and destroy the safeguarüs об 
chastity and'virtue, то тоа. а! 

It 18 unconstitutional in that 1618 т. 
direct opposition ‘to‘séction nine, article 
one of the Constitution, which pto- 
vides “по bill of att&indér or ex-post 
Sacto law shall be passed." : b 

It destroys the right'of trial by jury, 
providing for the impanneling ‘of juries 
eom posed of individuals the recognized 
enemies of the accused, and of foreigu- 
ers to the district where a case under 1t 
isto bs tried, while the sixth amend- 
ment {0 the Constitution provides that 
“in all criminal ‘prosecutions, the ac-: 
cused shall enjoy the tight to a speedy» 
and public trial by an impartial jury of 
the ‘State add district wherein the 
crime shall have been committed.” 

Itis eontrary tothe éighth amend- 
ment to the Constitution, which pro-' 
vides that excessive fines shall not be 
imposed "nor eruel and unusual pun- 
ishmenta inflicted." 

It violates section 8, article 1, of the 
Constitution, which provides that Con- 
gress shall establish a unifotm rule of 
naturalization throughout the United 
States, in that it provides, in section 


17, а пех, unheard of and special rule, 
applicable only to the Territory of 
Utah. an 

It is anti-republican in that,in section 
10, it places) men on:unequal ground, 
by руну oné portion of the citizens su- 
perior p iviieges over others; because of 
веће феей, соз. “и ‘ 

-Iv strips us; in sections seventeen and 
twenty-six, of the land we have re~ 
elaimed front barrenness, -and which 
we have paid Government: for, also all 
possessory rights to which we are en- 
ова as settlers, 

- 14 authorizes, by section fourteen, the 
sending of eriminals into distant mile 
тату camps :and prisons, : 

-1t' 18 › most: upjust, «unconstitutional 
and proseriptive 1n that 16 disfranchises 
andi proseribes American citizens for 
no act bubsimply believing in plurality 
of Wives, which the billstydes polygamy, 
bigamy or concubinage;: even if they 
never practiced or: design sto practice it, 

‘It offers, ‘a-premium: for , prostitution 
and eorrüption; 10 that № requires, iu 
sections 11 and12, husbands and wives 
to violate the holiest- vows they сап 
аке ma voluntaril rapiat. their 
own children.: Бе Libtary 

- Itdeclares; in section NIE 528 to 
be a су ‘contract, and names. the offi- 
cers who aloue shall solemnize tbe rite, 
when our farth expressly holds 16 as. a 
mo:t saacred-ordinance, which can only 
be administered by those holding the 
authority from Heaven Сив compelling 
us to discriminate in favor of officers ap- 
poíntéd by the Government and ада ве 
officers authorized by the Almighty. 

It thus takes away the right of con- 
seience,and deprives us of ап: ordinance, 
upon the correct administration of 
which our bappiness and eternal salva- 
tion depend. 

It not only subverts religious liberty, 
but 1n sections 16 and 19 violates every 
principle of evil liberty and true Re- 
publicasism in that 16 bestows upon the 
Governor the sole authority to govern 
jails and prisons, and to remove their 
wardens and keepers, to appoint and 
remove probate judges, justices of the 
peace, judges of all elections, notaries 
public and all sheriffs—clothing one 
man with despotic, and, in this Repub- 
Пе, unheard-of powers. 

It thus deprives the people of all voice 
in the government of the Territory, ге- 
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duces them to abject vassalage, creates 
a dangerous, irresponsible and central- 
ја за despotism from which there із no 
appeal, and leaves their lives, liberties 
and every human right subject to the 
caprice of one man, and that man se- 
lected and sent here from afar. 

It proposes in sections vleven, twelve 
and seventeen, to punish American cit- 
jzens, not for wrongs, but for acts sanc- 
tioned by God and practiced by His 
most favored servants, requiring them 
to call those bad men whom God chose 
for His oracles and delighted {о honor, 
and even to cast reflections on the an- 
ceatry of the Savior himself, 

Itstrikes at the foundation of all Re- 
publican government 1n that it dictates 
opinions and belief, prescribes what 
shall and what shall not be believed by 
citizens, and assumes to decide on the 
validity of revelations from Almighty 
God, the Author of existence. 

. It disorganizes and reduces to a cha- 
otic condition every precinct, city and 
county in the Territory of Шаһ, and 
substitutes no adequate organization. 

Itsubverts, by sammary process, near- 
ly every law on our statute books, 

It violates the faith of the United 
States, in that it breaka the original con- 
tract made with the people of this Terri- 
tory in the Organic Act, who wereat the 
time that compact was made, received 
us citizens from Mexican Territory and 
known to be believers in the doctrines 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, 

We also wish your Honorable Bodies 
tounderstand that the Legislature of 
this Territory bag never passed any law 
affecting the primary disposal of the 
soil; but only adopted regulations for 
the controlling of our claims and pos- 
sessions upon which impravements to 
the amount of millions of dollare have 
been made. 

This bill in section 26 repeals the law 
of the Territory containing said regula- 
tions, thereby leaving us destitute of 
legal protection to our hard-earned poa- 
sessions, the accumulated labor of over 
ewenty years, and exposing usto the 
mercy of land speculators and vampires. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and House 
of Representatives: 

This bil, which would deprive us of 
religious liberty and every political right 
worth having,is not directed against the 


\ 


people of Utah, as men and women, but 
against their holy religion. Highteen 
years ago, and ten years before the pas- 
sage of the anti-polygamy act of 1862, 
one of our leading men, Elder Orson 
Pratt, was expressly deputed and sent to 
the City of Washington, D.C., to publish 
and lecture on the principle of patri- 
aroha. or plural marriage as practiced 

v 08. 

He lectured frequently in that and oth- 
er cities, and published a paper for some 
length of time, in which he established, 
by elaborate and convincing arguments, 
the divinity of the revelation command- 
ing plural marriage, given through the 
Prophet Joseph 8mith, and that the doc- 
trine was sanctioned and endorsed by 
the highest Biblical authority, For ten 
years before the passage of the act of 
1862, the doctrine was widely preached 
throughout the Union and the world, 
and it was universally known and re- 
cognized as а principle of our holy faith, 
Weare thus explicit in mentioning this 
fact to show that patriarchal marriage 
has long been understood to be a cardi- 
nal principle of our religion, We would 
respectfully mention, also, in this con- 
nection, that while hundreds of leading 
Elders have been in the Eastern States 
and in the City of Washington, not one 
of them has been cited to appear asa 
witness before the Committee on Terri- 
tories to prove that this doctrine is a 
part of our religion, gentiemen well- 
Knowing that, if that were established, 
the proposed law would be null and 
void because of its unconstitutionality. 

What we have done to enhance the 
greatness and glory of our country, by 
pioneering, opening up and making in- 
babitable the vast western region, is 
before the nation and should receive a 
nation's thanks, not а proscriptive 
edict to rob us of every right worth 
possessing and of the very soil we haye 
reglaimed and then purchased from 
Government. 

Before this soil was United States’ 
territory we settled it, and five hun- | 
dred of aur best men responded to the 
eall of Government in the war with 
Mexico and assisted in adding it to the 
national Bomàin. * 

When we were received into th 
Union, our religion was kuown, our 
early officers, including our first Gov- 
ernor, Were nearly all Latter-day Saints 
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or “Mormons,” for there were féw 
others to elect from; we were treated as 
citizens possessing equal rights, and 
the original bond of agreement 
between the United States Government 
and the people inhabiting this Territory 
conferred upon us the right of self-gov- 


‚ ernment in the same degree as is enjoy- 
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ed by other Territories, іп the Union. 
It declared that the power of the Legis- 
Jature of this Territory sball extend to 
all rightful subjects of legislation CoL- 
sistent with the Constitution of the 
United Statea and the provisions of the 
Organic Act, and that the right of suf- 
frage and holding office shall be exer- 


- cised by citizens of the United States, 


——— т сто te 


wee к 


= -- 


TU 


Е = 


CAL XE. 


RE а 


Зи... осно: 


including those recognized аз citizens 
by the treaty with the Republic of Mex- 
ico, concluded February 2nd, 1848. This 
compact or agreement we have preserv- 
ед inviolate on our part;and we respect- 
fally submit that itis not in the power 
of any legisIature or Congress, legally 
and constitutionally, to abrogate and 
annul such an agreement as the Organ- 
je Law, which this bill proposea to do, 
without the consent of both parties. 
Our property, lands aud buildings, 
private “and public, are to be confisca- 
ted, our rights of citizenship destroyed, ` 
our men and women subjected to ex- 
cessive pains and penalties, because we 
believe in and practice a principle 
taught by the Bible, commanded by 
divine revelation, and sustained by the 
Christian monarchies of Great Britain 
and France among millions of their 
subjects in their Territories of India 
and Algeria, 

Weearnestly, we solemnly appeal to 
you 0% to permit this iniquitous, un- 
justly-discrimiuating and anti-republi- 
can measure to become law, and thaf, 
too, inviolation of the Constitution, by 


which 150,600 industrious, peaceable and 
orderly persons will be driven to tbe 
desperate necessity of disobeying Al- 
mighty God, the Governor of the Uni- 
verse or of subjecting themselves to the 
pains and penalues of this act, which 
would be worge than death. We be- 
seech of you, gentlemen, do not, by the 
passage of harsh and despotic measures 
drive an inoffensive, God-fearing spd 
loyal people to desperation. We have 
suffered, God knows how much! in 
years past, for our religion. We fled to 
these mountain wilds to escape the 
ruthless hand of persecution; and shall 
it be said. now, that our Government, 
which ought to foster and protect us, 
designs to repeat, In the most aggravat- 
ed form, the miseries we h&ve been 
called upon to pase through before? 
What evidence can we give you that 
plural marriage is a part of our religion, 
other than what we have done by our 
publie teachings and publishing for 
years past? If your honorable bodies 
are not satisfied with what we now pre- 


.Sentand what we have previously pub- 


lished to the world, we beseech you in 
the name of our common country and 
those sacred principles bequeathed unto 
us by our revolutiouary fathers, in the 
name of humanity, and in the name of 
Almighty God, before making this act 
а law, to send to this Territory a Com- 
mission, clothed with the necessary au- 
thority, to take evidence and make a 
thorough and exhaustive investigation 
into the subject, and obtain evidence 
concerning the belief and workings of 
our religious system from its friends ip- 
stead of ita enemies, 

All of which, with the accompanying 
resolutions, is respectfully submitted 
for your favorable consideration, 


RESOLUTIONS: 


First Resolved, That the Supreme Ruler 
of the Universe has the right to command 
3man.i the concerns of hfe, and that it 18 
man'sduty to obey. 

Secad: Whereas, According to the posi- 
tive kwwledge of а large number of per- 
sons mwjassembled, the doctrine of celes- 
tial ge, or plurahty of wives, was 
reveals to the Prophet Joseph Smith, and 
by hiusstablished in the Church of Jesus 
Christof Latter-day Saints as a revealed 
law oftod; therefore be it 


Resolved, That we, the members of said 
Church, in General Mass Meeting assem- 
bled, do now most earnestly and solemnly 
declare before Almighty God that we hold 
that said order of marriage is a cardinal 
principle of our religious faith, affecting us 
not only fortime, but for all eternity, and 
as sacred and binding as any other princi- 
ple of the Holy Gospel of the Son of God. 

Third. Resolved, That celestial marriage, 
or plurality of wives, is that principle of 
our holy religion which confers on man 


ооо. 


the power of endless lives, or eternal in- 
crease, and is therefore beyond, the pur- 
view of legislative. enactment; tha woman 
being married, to the man for all eter- 
nity, by pans of the Holy Priesthood, 
delegated from Gad to him, 

Fourth. Resolved, That matriage is en- 
Joined upon man both by revealed and 
natural lawa, d 

Fifth. Jzesolved, That the practice of ptu- 
ral marriage ін this’ Termtory was ‘nota 
erime, nor in: violation of any Constitu- 
Чоп or Divinelaw; 1121862: it was first 
declared to be otherwise by Congressional 
enactment, and never by any act. pf ours, 

Sixth... Ztesolved, That we concur with the 
Roman Catholic Chureh, the Greek Church, 
the Church of England. aud other religious 
denominations, in believing marriage to 
be а religious ordinance, antl we be: 
lieve it to be unconstitutional to pro: 
scribe our consciences by legislutiva enact: 
ment, or to declare 16 & civil contract only. 
“What God hath joined togethar, let no 
man put asunder.” If not allowed to be 
Saints, at least permit us to bg Christians. 

Seventh. Resolved, That the passage of a 
law which compels husbands'to abandon 
their wives, parents their children, and ab- 
Bolves those ‘solemn covenants by which 
they аге eternally bound to each othér in 
their associations, would be not only arè- 
proach upon civilized government, but in 
direct vjolation of the law of God; and when 
made anplivabla to only опе Territory, 18 
partial legislation and a flagrant aot of рег: 
Becution. 7 

Eighth. Resolued, That, while we thank 
the American Bible Society for sending us 
the Word of God, we think ifa strange in- 
consistency for а Christian nation, which 


~ has received its Bible from inspired men 


ба Еј 


` 
4 


who were polygamists, tò send tha 
to us, and then, proscriba and disfre 
us for following tha prenepts there 
the practices of jin pired Proph 
N pue Resolued, "thet while 
and France, both civilized апа Ср 
nations, tolerate and protect over 1 
‘dred million of polygamists in their 
tories in Indiwand ‘Algeria, it is inv 
ungenérous анд préscripfive:for ei 
ened and. republican, America not tt 
in her 'lerritaries*the same freedo 
joyed under the governimentof these 
агаћјев. к КТ ода 
Tenth. „Јеедојред, , That religio 
civil liberty are both essential to, 
petuity of "Republican, goyernmen 
that in destroying óne you дев 
other, ` E M Ар. 
' Eléventh. Resotwedi"T Hat we ten 
God, our Father in‘ heaven, aur mo 
eersand héarty thanks for His great 
ings and kindness їо our: fathers in à 
ing them to ‘establsh tbe Constatut 
ihe United States од the basis of су 
religions liberty, and, that He put 1 
heir hearts to make that instruméd 
Supreme Law, which should not i 
emergency be transcendud'and by 
all should be bound. uds 
'Twélfth. Resolved; Ehet forty ni‘ 
of énlightet ed American cuizóng, w? 
а mithon of priests, philanthropist 
editors, ought to be abls to control; w 
the aid af legislative enactment, an i. 
Поп, which they call оао а 
moral, through, the influence ,of're 
the power of tne press, pod moral ч 
agaist one hundred and Afty the 
people who consider it a divine: is 
tion, Ч 2 MES H V 
% " $ ban tsj 
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